
Ready
Preparation
•	 Clarify the question for discernment
•	 Gather the community for discernment
•	 Affirm (or reaffirm) guiding values and principles

Set
Putting Ourselves  
in a Position to Be Led
•	 Prayer for indifference
•	 Test for indifference
•	 The prayer for wisdom
•	 The prayer of quiet trust

Do The Will of God
•	 Communicate with those who need to know
•	 Make plans to do God’s will as you have 	
come to understand it

•	 Keep discerning as you do God’s will

© 2012 Ruth Haley Barton. This chart is a representation of the process described in Pursuing God’s 
Will Together: A Discernment Practice for Leadership Groups (InterVarsity Press).

MovementS in Corporate

Go
Discerning God’s Will Together
•	 Set the agenda for listening
•	 Listen to each other
•	 Listen to God in silence
•	 Reconvene and listen again
•	 Identify and work with options 
•	 Agree together
•	 Seek inner confirmation
•	 Affirm God’s guidance 
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